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FROM THE MANSE 
2nd December 2020. 

Dear Friends and Members of St. Margaret’s Parish Church, 
How time flies!   Here we are in December, journeying through the 
season of Advent; Christmas and the prospect of 2021 bearing 
down upon us.   This year will undoubtedly go down as one in which 
many of us have found regular habits and customs ditched to 
comply with Corona Virus healthcare advice and government 
regulations.   For me, this all started with an email from 121 George 
Street, Church headquarters, early in the year – in the email 
Ministers were advised to refrain from handshaking and to advise 
against worshippers doing such before and after services.   This 
advice felt distinctly odd as it cut across what for me, has always 
been a method of greeting and making connection with those 
attending a service.   On mentioning this advice to a retired 
colleague, he commented that he thought this (until then), unknown 
virus had the potential to ruin the social fabric of general society as 
well as of the Kirk.  
 
When I think back on his words uttered in February, I realize how 
sage they were.   Everything from shopping to holidaying; how we 
work, how we organize daily tasks, to how we enjoy our leisure has 
been altered and disrupted by Covid 19.   Many have felt hemmed in 
and isolated to varying degrees.   Rules on personal hygiene, 
followed by rules on “social distancing”, followed by rules regarding 
“mask wearing” have become the norms.   This time last year – 
would we/could we have foreseen any of these things?   The answer 
is of course – No!   This entire Pandemic has swept virulently across 
the World with stealth by means of its unseen, airborne method of 
transmission.  
 
Realizing that close contact within enclosed spaces with anyone 
infected was the route to acquiring this new and potentially fatal 
respiratory disease; Medics, Governments and Governmental 
agencies quite rightly sought to give advice and sound the alerts that 
we all know and have heard ringing in our ears about: “Stay at home 
and save lives”.   The coining of catchy phrases like ‘hands, face 
and space’ have arisen to help us focus on personal responsibilities, 



to help us stay safe and healthy.   The consequent months of 
“lockdown” marked by our increased support and appreciation of 
frontline workers and medical care staff have been shared 
experiences.   Other common experiences have been a marked loss 
of things familiar and the freedom to go our own way or to do our 
own thing.   In our own “back yard” working our way back to being a 
church open for worship, has been at times, a hard slog through the 
thicket of rules and regulations.   Despite how empty of our usual 
and customary ways 2020 seems to have been, much has 
happened in the background for many as we have been caught up 
and changed by the events of the Covid19 pandemic.   At times both 
the affects and effects of this disease have been dark and 
overwhelming.    
 
The prospect of having a working and effective vaccine was a pipe 
dream only months ago.   Today the good news is that the early 
front runner is now licensed and being made available to combat 
Covid 19.   The news gets better and the horizon brighter for us all, 
as other vaccines clear the final hurdles before their certification and 
authorisation for use.  
 
Advent is a time of appreciating the chinks of light that are afforded 
to us in the darker moments of life.   The past year has certainly 
shown how quickly a blanketing darkness can engulf us all.   As 
people of faith, we are called to be people who cherish such 
moments of light in darkness so that we might bring hope to our own 
personal despair and/or the despair that might be a common 
experience.  
 
This Advent and this Christmas let us share the hope that is being 
brought to us by our faith.   Let us also celebrate and applaud the 
hope being brought about by the hard work, determination and 
creativity of medical scientists, and when the opportunity to receive 
their gift of a vaccine comes - accept it gratefully.  
 
As we make our way out of 2020 into a hopefully brighter New Year, 
I am reminded of lines from a poem by Minnie Louise Haskins, used 
by King George VI in a Christmas and New Year broadcast in 1939 
as the darkness of war fell upon Europe. 



“I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: 
Give me a light that I might tread safely into the unknown.” 

 
And he replied: 
     

“Go out into the darkness and 
put your hand into the Hand of God. 

That shall be to you better than any light and a known way.” 
 
Haskins reminds us of our Faith and the hope it brings.    
 
This hope has carried us through the past year as much as it has 
done in previous years – and I am confident it will be the gift that 
keeps on giving in the years ahead.      
 
Season’s Greetings,  
 
Yours,         
John. 

 
  

THURSDAY AT 10.30 a.m. 
 
Are you free then?   We have a very lively Coffee Zoom for three 
weeks of the month.   On the last Thursday, we have a Book Zoom. 
 
The session lasts for about 40 minutes. 
 
If you are interested in joining, contact Cherry Banks or Norma 
Armstrong for more information. 

Norma Armstrong. 
 

  



 
 PROPERTY CONVENER 

  
Hello everyone,  
 

I hope you are all well.   I thought that I would provide a couple of 
updates from the Property Team at St. Margaret’s. 
 
With our Church services now a regular feature each Sunday once 
more (albeit with strict rules to adhere to and a much-reduced 
maximum capacity), I am glad to report some more positive news as 
we make our slow journey back to normality.  
 
St. Margaret’s Parish Church have now been granted permission to 
allow "Dance til Dawn" Dance School back into the McLaren Halls. 
Dawn is delighted and after the submission of some detailed risk 
assessments by both parties, we were able to give the green light to 
her classes resuming.   Again, there are restrictions around those 
classes in line with the Government’s Covid-19 rules, however, it is 
a big step in the right direction and it is great to see the halls getting 
used by the community once again in addition to the Food Bank 
which has continued throughout.  
 
Also, the Scouts who utilize a storage cupboard at the rear of the 
McLaren Halls have kindly paid for a joiner to replace the entire door 
frame and door, replacing the existing one which had started to 
become rotten at the base.   I would like to say a big thank you to 
Scout Leader Rob Whitelaw who arranged the works and look 
forward to seeing them back at the McLaren Halls in due course. 
 
Kind regards, 

Alex, Property Convener.  



GUILD NEWS 
 
The latest Guild News is no news.   Unfortunately, we were unable 
to hold our meeting on 1st October as the Guild Office had not 
issued guidelines for holding meetings and that is still the 
situation.   However, with the news that vaccinations will be taking 
place soon it is hoped that we may be able to start the Guild in the 
New Year.   Be assured, as soon as I have any further information, I 
will be in touch with Guild members.  
Meanwhile, a Merry Christmas and here's to a better 2021. 
 

Irene Banks, 
Guild Secretary. 

 

 
 
 

SAINT MARGARET'S APPEAL 
 
Many thanks to everyone who has contributed to the Church's Covid 
appeal which has raised over £4,400 to date. 
 
Your generosity has allowed us to keep the Church doors open this 
year, even if we have only been allowed to seat a few of you on a 
Sunday. 
 
The appeal is still ongoing and you can continue to make 
contributions through the Donate Button at 
www.churchofscotland.org.uk or directly into the Church bank 
account: Sort code 80 02 87, Account number 00855180. 
 
Alternatively, cheques made payable to Saint Margaret's Parish 
Church can be sent to:  
The Treasurer, 
c/o 177 Mountcastle Crescent, 
EDINBURGH, 
EH8 7SY. 

Rosalind Paterson 

http://www.churchof/


MAGAZINE PIECE CHRISTMAS 2020 
 
As I reflect back over the past year, some key expressions and 
ideas stand out for me, for example: ‘face masks’, ‘social distancing’, 
‘unprecedented times’, ‘building back better’ and ‘we are all in this 
together’.   I think we can all agree that no one could have predicted 
the kind of year that we have had.   On the surface of it there have 
been many challenges and difficulties, not in the least getting used 
to all the new safety measures imposed in and outside of Church 
and the terrible isolation that some of our older members of society 
have had to endure.  
 
However, challenging times can also bring out the best in us, from 
kind neighbours delivering food and medication to those in need, the 
army of volunteers who have been helping out in hospitals and food 
banks across the country and the kind souls who have been 
volunteering in homeless shelters.  
 
For me personally, this year has been about change and creativity; 
how to do things differently and hopefully better.   Learning about 
Zoom, finding creative ways to stay in touch with Craigentinny 
Primary School, starting online Youth Groups and trying to move 
Messy Church online.   Some things have worked out fairly well, for 
instance the Well Youth Group moved online quite successfully and 
we have also managed to meet in person for a Youth Service as 
well.   Other things have not worked as well as I had hoped, for 
example we haven’t yet been able to start Messy Church online. 
 
Looking ahead to Christmas, which will definitely look and feel 
different this year, the Well are planning an online Zoom Nativity to 
be shown in Church.   We are also having a (socially-distanced) in 
person youth Christmas Service.   In closing, although this has been 
a most difficult year, it has also reminded us of the importance of 
being together.   Hopefully that is something we will never take for 
granted again.   Merry Christmas St. Margaret’s and I wish you all a 
very happy ‘together’ 2021.   Fadz Laoshe, 

Children, Youth and 
Family Worker. 



THE CRAFT GROUP 
 

The Craft Group would like to thank everyone for their continuing 
support this year. 
 
Since we were unable to hold our annual Christmas Fayre, the 
group decided they would attempt to go 'online'.   So, with the help 
of Shaurna, Holly and Ros (our IT specialists) we created a website 
featuring our goods. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Thanks go to Joan for selling to her extensive group of friends, to 
Cherry who did so much she suffered repetitive strain injury to her 
wrist, to Maureen for her splendid marketing skills, to Anne for her 
constant jam-making and to everyone else who helped in any way. 
So far, we have raised £2,250 with still some monies to come in. 
Thank you to everyone who bought and boosted St. Margaret's 
finances at this difficult time.   A real team effort.   Merry Christmas 
everyone! 

Sandra Mack. 

 
 

 



FOODBANK 
 

The Scouts went back to School in August.   We must thank Charlie, 
Murray and their parents for stepping in and helping Sandra and 
Kenny while our usual volunteers were shielding. 
We are now back, but unfortunately not all our volunteers were able 
to continue; however, we are fortunate to have three new 
volunteers.   Thanks to all of you.    
 
Over the Summer there were many people who came in with 
donations of food for which we are very grateful. 
 
Our clientele has changed because of lockdown, we are seeing 
more families and not so many single people.   At one time we ran 
short of baby food, so we had to buy some.   However, we were able 
to order some from our supplier and now we have enough to last for 
weeks. 
 
Lockdown has been difficult for many people, especially young, 
single Mothers who have no support and the Toddlers’ Groups are 
closed.   We are no longer allowed to invite people in for tea and 
biscuits. 

       Anne Cameron. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Services. 

 
Please note that due to Covid 19 restrictions capacity 

of 23 worshippers, is has been decided to put these 

services online and these will be sent via email and 

posted on the St.Margaret’s Website. There will be 
NO services in St.Margaret’s on Christmas Eve or 

Christmas Day.                           John R. Wells 

 

 

 
Church Magazine 

Information and articles for the next magazine can be given to 
Richard Thorburn in person at Church or by emailing him at 

thorburnr2000@yahoo.com 
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