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Dear Members and Friends of St. Margaret’s Parish Church, 

 

I am writing to give you an update on where the Kirk Session and I have got to in the 

process of “opening” up the church for private prayer and where were are headed in our 

planning as far as congregational worship is concerned. 

 

In order to be able to open the doors, St. Margaret’s needs to satisfy The Church of 

Scotland (Edinburgh Presbytery) that we have considered all the risks associated with 

allowing a group of people to meet safely within the church building  and have put steps 

in place to mitigate these risks.  

 

Alex Dickson (Property Convenor), Joan Griffiths (Session Clerk) and I met recently at St. 

Margaret’s to make these assessments and to complete the necessary paperwork.  We 

expect all the necessary permissions will be granted to allow us to reopen on our chosen 

date of 16th August.  St. Margaret’s will be opening only for private prayer in the first 

instance. However it is hoped to work our way to a service of augmented Sunday worship 

by September 

 

At this time, only the ground floor of the Sanctuary can be utilized so, in order to maintain 

a 2 metre distance, many of the seats will not be available for use.  The maximum number 

that can be accommodated at any one service will therefore be 23. 

 

As a Kirk Session we are aware of the limitations that such small numbers will create. 

Attendance at church for private prayer or worship will certainly be different but, we hope, 

still spiritually meaningful.  

 

In addition, due to these restricted numbers, it will be important that we know if you wish 

to come to church on a particular Sunday. This will help us as a Kirk Session to plan the 

diet/s of worship.   Further details on how you can “book your seat” are given overleaf.  

 

There are still many options to consider and things may change as we go forward. For 

instance, it may be that we hold to the current 10.30am service for a first fully seated 

congregation and then after cleaning the building and sanitising the areas which require to 

be sanitised, we hold a second service later in the day. 

 

What to expect when you get to St. Margaret’s is detailed on the following pages and 

includes the requirement to wear face coverings and the availability of hand sanitisation. 

 

 Covid-19 is still a risk to everyone and we must take the restrictions seriously for the 

health of all concerned.  If you are considered to be in a vulnerable category or have been 

shielding for any reason, please follow the current Scottish Government guidelines as they 

apply to your own general health before making the decision to participate in church and 

community activities.  

 If you or anyone you know is showing signs of infection, please do not come to the 

service.  



 

 

 

If you would like to be present for private prayer on Sunday the 16th and any Sunday 

thereafter, please contact Anne Turner at the church office. Details are available overleaf. It 

would also be helpful if you could indicate a willingness to attend a later service if 

required. 

 

 I look forward to meeting you all again soon. 

  For and on behalf of the Kirk Session, 

 

John 

 

The Hub 

 

Fingers crossed The Hub will be reopening on the 17th August.  

The capacity for people being able to access the services is still to be decided. 

During lockdown there has been some refurbishment work carried out and there are now 

some lovely new counters which look great! Myself and new member, Tristan, have also 

been busy preparing a wee shop at the Hub for books and bric-a-brac which will be ready 

for opening later in the month. Come along and have a browse! 

 

Maureen Croall 

 

 

What to expect when returning to Saint Margaret’s 

 

I am glad that the restrictions around Covid-19 are beginning to ease and allow us to 

return to a degree of normality with our everyday lives and in this case, we are looking 

forward to welcoming you back to St Margaret’s Parish Church on 16th August 2020. 

There will, however, be certain procedures that we will have to adhere to in line with the 

Scottish Governments guidelines and we have been very busy planning how we can safely 

do this. 

I have provided some information of what you should expect from 16th August 2020 until 

restrictions are eased further or lifted entirely so that there are no surprises when you 

arrive. 

In order to comply with the 2 metre social distancing rule, the maximum number of people 

that we can safely accommodate during a service will be 23.  

There will also be 3 Elders on duty to assist. 

 Doors will be open from 10am 

 Members are asked to arrive early in order that everyone can be seated. There will 

be lines marked in chalk at the entrance in 2 metre intervals where if required, you 

may be asked to wait until you can be safely admitted. A distance of 2 metres must 

be maintained between members of the Congregation. 

 Seats are restricted and are confined to the ground floor Sanctuary area. The 

balcony is not in use at this time. The Duty Elder will help you find a suitable seat 

 Face coverings must be worn indoors. 



 Face masks, hand sanitizer & disinfectant wipes will be available at the main 

entrance vestibule area for use by volunteers and visitors. There will also be hand 

sanitizer and disposal bins at the exit area to clean your hands and dispose of any 

PPE. 

 A one-way system is in operation and is signposted. You should enter by the main 

doors and exit by the rear door. 

 No singing, handshaking, kissing or hugging is permitted. 

 Soft furnishings & Hymnaries have been removed from the pews in line with 

Government guidelines, however, there is a number of soft seats available. 

 The toilet facilities will be available but will be monitored by volunteers/Elders and 

must be cleaned after each use. This will be carried out by a Duty Elder. 

 There will be no refreshments available after the service 

 Members will be escorted out the back door after the service are asked not to linger 

outside. 

 To book your seat, please contact Anne Turner in the church office on Tuesdays or 

Wednesdays between 9.30 am and 2.30 pm. The office number is 0131 554 7400. 

Alternatively you can email her on info@stmargarets-restalrig.co.uk 

 

Pre, during & post visit guidance will be communicated via St Margaret’s social media, 

website, noticeboard and from volunteers/Elders on duty at the material times to ensure 

compliance and guidance/advice. 

Alex Dickson, Property Convener 

 

Office address:  The Simpson Centre, 176 Restalrig Road South 

Telephone:  0131 554 7400 

Email:                 info@stmargarets-restalrig.co.uk 

Website:            https://stmargarets-restalrig.co.uk/ 

Facebook:         https://www.facebook.com/St-    Margarets-Parish-Church-

355714741285129/ 

Twitter:              https://twitter.com/SRestalrig 

 

Saint Margaret’s Foodbank 

 

When it was announced on the 16th of March that everyone over 70 should stay at home 

because they were at more risk of serious consequences should they catch Coronavirus, my 

phone started ringing. 

Firstly my family, I should heed the warnings and did I have enough toilet rolls! 

Next were the members of the foodbank teams who were also in the same age group and 

under pressure from their families to stay safe and to stop volunteering at the foodbank. 

 

The guidance from the Trussell Trust was to stop providing tea and coffee, restrict access 

to the halls and to have the food in bags ready to hand over so that there was minimum 

contact with customers. 
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Pilrig St. Paul's Church had managed to cover their slot in that first week but then, 

regrettably, was unable to continue.  

What were we to do?  Should we also close our doors?  Anne Cameron went into action. 

Her daughter Sandra was working from home and could take a couple of hours off on a 

Wednesday morning.  Kenny McKenzie was on holiday for 2 weeks and thereafter could 

finish work early.  2 of our scouts Charlie and Murray along with their parents were also 

willing to help.  Anne now had her team – the same team who have continues to volunteer 

throughout the lockdown and are still volunteering every Wednesday. 

 

Wednesday mornings are very busy and according to the team, comes round all too 

quickly. As there had been no formal guidance issued, the team have devised their own 

systems and working practices.  They have also provided their own PPE. 

 

The team have been busy, not just with customers or their carers collecting for them, but 

ensuring they have the right items that people need - from baby food to toiletries, often 

paid for from their own pocket, and have given an excellent service in these difficult times. 

 

They have also received a number of callers bringing donations which all have to be 

checked and sorted.  People in the community have been very generous.  

 

Now that Charlie and Murray are about to go back to school and we are allowed to meet 

more people we will be looking at how we can safely continue with the foodbank in St. 

Margaret's.   

Meanwhile, a huge “Thank You” to everyone in the team for all their help so far. 

Irene Banks 

 

Saint Margaret’s Guild 

 

It seems a long time since we had our last meeting when the heating in the hall failed and 

the speaker from Malawi Fruits did his best to tell us about the Guild Project.  

Never was a cup of hot tea more welcome! 

So, in the hope we will hear soon when we can use the halls, here are some dates for your 

diary when hopefully the Guild can meet (Covid permitting) 

1st and 15th of October, 5th and 19th November and 

4th December. 

I have a draft syllabus for these dates and as soon as we get the go ahead I will be in touch 

with members and regular visitors as everyone is welcome at the Guild.  

 If you would like to spend an afternoon in good company with plenty of laughs and chat 

you know when and where!  

Irene Banks 

 

Update on Saint Margaret’s Appeal 

 



The appeal has raised almost £3,000 to date, which is a great sum and I am extremely 

grateful for all who have contributed to date. Anyone who still wishes to contribute can do 

so c/o The Treasurer, 177 Mountcastle Crescent, Edinburgh, EH8 7SY 

Rosalind Paterson, Congregational Treasurer 

 

 

An update from The Indoor Walking Team.  

To give our walking a sound track, everyone was asked to choose a song that brought 

back fond memories and important moments in their life. 

 We marched along with Major Tom to “You'll never walk alone”, and to Katherine Jenkins 

and Vera Lynn singing “We'll meet again”. Proceeds from both these tracks went to NHS 

Charities. Other songs from our personal playlists that have inspired us have included “The 

Rose”, also by Katherine Jenkins, and Bette Midler’s “From a distance”. 

Wednesday 29th July saw us dancing and singing to Runrig’s version of “Loch Lomond”. 

We have proof of Kenny dancing in the street! 

This has proved to be a wonderful team of people who have kept themselves fit in body 

and mind during this period and kept in touch with many people who are missing the 

church.  

There are too many people to mention who have been supportive during this lockdown - 

you know who you are.  

God Bless. 

The indoor walking team 

 

 

 

 

The Thursday morning Zooms. 

The Thursday morning Coffee Zoom is still going strong. At 10.30 a.m. the 10 members 

sign in for coffee and a chat. We have many lively discussions. 

On the last Thursday of the month we have a Book Zoom, similar to a Book Group. Already 

we have had two successful Book Zooms, where we take turns to present a book and 

members are invited to share their opinions. 

Both Zooms take about 40 minutes and we are always looking for new members. 

Interested?  Please contact Norma Armstrong, who can answer any questions. 

Norma Armstrong 



 

 

 

A report by Fadz, Our Children, Youth and Family Worker.  

This report was held over from the previous edition. 

 

I started working at St Margaret’s in September 2019. The past six months have been a 

steep but enjoyable learning curve. Although I have a background of working in both 

education and in church, there have been a lot of firsts for me since starting here. 

 

 I did my first Messy Church in October from which I learned some valuable lessons about 

allotting the right amount of time to each activity! I gave my first assembly address at 

Craigentinny Primary School in November and was pleasantly surprised about how well-

behaved and engaged the children were. I am looking forward to returning there when 

schools are up and running again. 

 

 Craigentinny also came to St Margaret’s to perform their school Nativity and it was lovely 

to see the church so full of both adults and children, I hope this is a sign of things to come. 

In December I organised my first Nativity with the Well youth and although we had some 

teething problems at first, it all ended well. 

 

The congregation at St Margaret’s has been very supportive as I have settled into my new 

role, in particular Kenny being available with advice and encouragement as well as the 

Messy Church volunteers being helpful and innovative. The Well youth in particular 

continue to surprise me with their wealth of ideas, enthusiasm and commitment to the 

church, they are an amazing group and it is both a pleasure and a privilege to work with 

them. 

 

 I am looking forward to the plans we have for later in the year. Hopefully we will finally be 

able to hold our postponed film night and do a Messy Church for all age groups. 

            

Fadz Laoshe,      Children, Youth and Family Worker 

 
 


