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MESSAGE FROM OUR INTERIM MODERATOR, 
THE REVEREND STEWART WEAVER 

 

Dear Friends and Neighbours, 
 

Fourteen months ago, Carol retired as Minister and St. Margaret’s 
became vacant. 
 

‘Vacant’ is precisely the wrong phrase to use.   For it has been nothing 
of the sort. 
 

In my stint as Interim Moderator, marked mostly by tangling with church 
law and getting tangled in church law, the phrase that seems more apt 
is ‘fullness’. 
 

The church is full of life, energy, vibrancy and vitality.   The church is 
full of grace, love, service and kindness.   The church is full of ideas, 
commitment, questions and inspiration.   The church is full of faith. 
 

So many people have worked so tirelessly to retain the enthusiasm 
during this time of transition.   Douglas, Kenny, the Worship Team and 
the Well all providing so much on Sundays and at other times.   Joan 
and Anne and others keeping an eye on the practicalities.   The 
Nominating Committee, chaired by Joan and clerked by Shona, have 
applied themselves single-mindedly to find a new minister for St. 
Margaret’s. 
 

Rev. John R. Wells has preached as Sole Nominee on Sunday 1st  
December.   If all goes well, he may well begin sometime in the middle 
of January (it is dangerous to guess when Presbyteries are involved, 
however!!!). 
 

It will be a new and exciting time for St. Margaret’s, for your community 
and the wider area.   New eyes, fresh ideas and open questions will 
meet all the energy, fullness and experience that thrives at St. 
Margaret’s. 
 

And we will see new life begin.   A time of great expectation and 
wondrous possibility.   
 

I look forward to hearing how it develops, unfolds, grows and 
flourishes. 
 
Before I sign off, however, a heartfelt thanks to all at St. Margaret’s for 
welcoming me this last year.   There has been patience and under-



standing, insights galore and a steadfastness greatly appreciated in 
this my first stint as Interim Moderator.   We learned together and I was 
by far the student most often. 
 

May God continue to bless you, guide you and sustain you in the days 
ahead.   We are entering the season of hope, the Advent season, and 
that hope is a light that shines in the darkness and has never been 
extinguished.   I pray that you will continue to shine brightly and 
warmly. 

Stewart. 

 
 

MESSAGE FROM OUR LOCUM MINISTER, 
THE REVEREND DOUGLAS PATERSON 

 

As the year moves on, life gets more hectic.   With Christmas 
approaching there is lots to organise and lots to do. 
 

As I look out on a dreich November Monday morning, I am thinking 
how much we need a little lightness and some pleasure when 
everything seems grey and bleak at this time of year.   For many 
people Christmas is just what they need to cheer up life.   Lights, 
sparkle, meals, good company, all help to lift the spirit.   While it might 
be hard to find the right gift, giving and receiving are good for us too.   
Maybe we can also give something to an appeal or to a good cause 
because it is good to share something of the Christmas spirit as widely 
as we can. 
 

And in Church, the candles will be lit, the tree will go up, the carols will 
ring out as we celebrate God’s gift of love. 
 

So, whether your Christmas will be hectic, or more low-key, I wish you 
the blessings of the season and look forward to sharing its joys with 
you as we celebrate the coming of the Christ Child into our world. 
 

           Douglas Paterson. 
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MESSAGE FROM OUR SESSION CLERK 

 

On Sunday, 6th October, the Nominating Committee chose the person 
who they wished to propose to the congregation to be our new 
Minister.   The Rev. John R. Wells is currently minister of Bilston linked 
with Glencorse and Roslin in the Presbytery of Lothian.  
 

On Sunday, 1st December, the Rev. John R. Wells conducted worship, 
a vote took place immediately after the service by all members of the 
Church who were present.   An announcement will not be made until 
Sunday, 8th December, 2019, dates to sign The Call will be published 
in due course pending Sunday’s announcement.  
 

Please check our Social Media for an update on the outcome.  
 

Thanks to the Nominating Committee for all their hard work and the 
continued support of the congregation, Worship Team and Locum 
Minister, Douglas Paterson, during this time of Vacancy.   
 

Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas and Best Wishes for 2020. 
   

Joan Griffiths, 
Session Clerk.  

 
 
 

GIFT DAY 
 

This year, as part of the Annual Harvest appeal, Saint Margaret’s 
reinstated the annual Gift Day on 6th October, 2019. 
 

Gift day envelopes were distributed to all members of the Family 
Groupings and the envelopes were collected in the plate during 
services leading up to 6th October.   A Church open day was also held 
on Saturday, 5th October, attended by over a dozen people who came 
along for a coffee and a chat.  
 

The sum raised from the Gift Day stands at £2,000 and I would like to 
thank all who contributed.   Further sums will be raised once the gift aid 
is claimed on those donations which qualify for this. 

               
              Rosalind Paterson, 
              Congregational Treasurer. 

 
 
 



ST. MARGARET’S PARISH CHURCH 
CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

 

The Christmas Fayre was held in the McLaren Halls at 48 Restalrig 
Road South on Saturday, 16th November, from 11.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. 
 

The good weather encouraged a large attendance of around 160 
(including volunteers).   The stalls on show had something for 
everyone:- 
 

• Specially crafted Christmas goods by our own Craft Group 

• Santa’s Grotto 

• Home-baking 

• Gift Stall 

• Kenny’s Café (with soup and bacon rolls, etc.) 

• Teas, coffees and biscuits 

 

Plus various other stalls, Tombolas and Raffles run by the local Cubs 
and young people from the Church. 
 

This is an annual event and is the Church’s biggest fundraiser of the 
year.    The organisers would like to thank all who attended and those 
very special volunteers without whom we could never have managed. 
They all helped to make the day a great success.   We have raised 
£3,331.01 so far.    
 

We hope everyone enjoyed the day and look forward to seeing you all 
next year. 

     The Fellowship Team. 

 
 
 

PROPERTY & FABRIC CONVENER UPDATE 
 

There has been a lot of ongoing work across our various properties this 
year that has probably gone unnoticed, but in general terms, although 
things are ticking along nicely, this is only because I have the amazing 
support and assistance of some dedicated volunteers who do a power 
of work, often at the last moment to help facilitate engineers & trades 
access and act as a point of contact in my absence. 
 



 
 
Due to my current shift pattern at work, I have been unable to be 
around as often as I would like to this year so I have been carrying out 
more of a co-ordination role, dealing with the various contractors direct 
then arranging with my invaluable team of helpers to be on hand for 
access whether that be the Church, Halls, Office, Flat or Manse!!  
 

Some of the key things that have been ongoing are as follows: 
 

Church: 
Ivy removed from Stained glass window  
Moss killer applied to cemetery paths 
A tidy up of the Vestry & Church  
New tap fitted within disabled toilet facility 
 

Manse: 
Manse office area repainted 
Upstairs bedrooms and bathroom redecorated 
Quotes obtained for external render repair work at kitchen area 
New kitchen taps fitted 
Faulty boiler repaired and serviced 
Front gate, railings and front door repainted 
 

McLaren Halls: 
General roof repairs carried out re. missing slates 
Replacement bathroom taps installed in both Gents & Ladies toilet 
Pressure loss within heating system being explored and rectified 
Repainting of Restalrig Room and front doors (after recent graffiti 
vandalism) 
 

Flat: 
Trinity Factors now take care of the day-to-day management of the 
Church flat, but liaise with either Rosalind Paterson or me for the 
purpose of authorisation to proceed where repairs are required.  
 

In all, not a bad report but very much a special thanks to Irene & Davie 
Banks, Allan Scott and Bill Bell who without their regular assistance 
and enthusiasm, I simply would not be able to cope!  

Alex Dickson. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

THE 2019 THURSDAY CLUB HOLIDAY 
 

The morning of Monday, 7th October, saw a reduced number of 
participants depart for Ilkley, in West Yorkshire for the annual holiday.   
The bus was supplied by Blacks of Brechin, very ably driven by Jim.   A 
stop was made on the way down at Houghton Hall Garden Centre.   
Our base was the CRAIGLANDS HOTEL, which was built as a hydro in 
1859.   The hotel possesses a commanding view of the town, it being 
located near the peak of a steep hill.   Tuesday morning saw the group 
at Harrogate, some enjoying their cup of tea and a scone, or whatever 
in Betty’s Tearoom, others including the scribe, exploring the town.   
Suitably refreshed, the party departed for the visit to Esholt.   Esholt is 
the location of the original ‘Woolpack Inn’ featured in Emmerdale.   The 
group had a drink in the bar, the owner of the souvenir shop across the 
road opened up for the group.    Skipton was our port of call on 
Wednesday morning, some participants spending time within the street 
market.   The afternoon was spent in Haworth, the home of the 
Brontes.   Some participants visited the Bronte Parsonage, others 
explored the locality.   Similar to Ilkley, Haworth is very hilly. 
 

Thursday was a free day.   The bus driver took those who wanted to 
look around Ilkley from the hotel to the town at 10.00 a.m., collecting 
them at 2.30 p.m. to save them struggling up the hill from the town to 
the hotel.   The scribe and another participant went further, he getting a 
bus from Ilkley to Harrogate, then another service to visit the Royal 
Horticultural Society Harlow Carr garden.   Your scribe travelled to 
Bradford by train, spending a very interesting 3 to 4 hours in the 
National Science & Media Museum located there, then headed back to 
the station, getting a train to Leeds at 3.30 p.m., arriving in Leeds 
around 3.55 p.m.   Your scribe remained within Leeds station, catch- 
ing a train to Ilkley at 5.15 p.m., arriving back, on time, at 5.44 p.m.   
After taking some photo-graphs, your scribe walked back up the hill to 
the hotel, getting in a few minutes after 6.00 p.m. 
 

The weather during the week was mixed, a bit dull, rainy and windy on 
occasion;  typical for October.   Returning on the Friday, we 
encountered a few places in Yorkshire where water had escaped on to 
the road to a level of 1 to 2 inches for about 100 yards or so from 
adjacent fields - the driver took it cautiously.   The nearer to Scotland 
we got the weather improved.   On the way back a visit was made to  
 



 
the Gretna Outlet Village.   Coming off the motorway we came back to  
Edinburgh via Biggar, your scribe being dropped off at Hillend 
(Lothianburn).   A Lothian 4 passed as the scribe departed the coach, 
but caught the next one, arriving home mid-afternoon. 

       
    Thursday Club Reporter. 

 
 
 

ST. MARGARET’S CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2019 
 

Sunday,  
1st December 

Advent 1 10.30 a.m. Family 
Worship 

Sunday,  
8th December 

Advent 2 10.30 a.m. Family 
Worship 

Sunday,  
15th December 

Advent 3 10.30 a.m. Nativity 
Service  

Sunday,  
22nd December 

Advent 4  10.30 a.m. Family 
Worship  

Tuesday,  
24th December 

Christmas Past, 
Present & Future 

6.30 p.m. Family 
Worship 

Tuesday,  
24th December 

Carol Service 11.15 p.m. 
Watchnight Service 

Wednesday, 
25th December 

Christmas Day 
Service 

10.30 a.m. 
Short Family 
Service 

Sunday, 
29th December  

Lessons & Carols 10.30 a.m. 
Family Worship 

 

 
 

CHURCH OFFICE 
 

Please note that the Church Office  
will be closed from  

THURSDAY, 19TH DECEMBER,  
for the festive period  
and will re-open on  

TUESDAY, 7TH JANUARY. 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

ST. MARGARET'S  
WISHES YOU  

AND YOUR FAMILY  
AND FRIENDS  

A VERY 
HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
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