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MESSAGE FROM OUR LOCUM MINISTER, 
THE REVEREND DOUGLAS PATERSON 

 

Often, I find myself looking at a blank sheet of white paper.   Come 
Tuesday I start getting twitchy if I haven’t made a start.   By 
Wednesday I have no option but to persevere!   Just like today, as I 
attempt to meet the deadline for the next issue of the Church 
Magazine. 
 

However, if my brain isn’t in gear and the pressure is rising at the same 
time, then it’s time for a well-tried remedy – a walk along the beach. 
 

Hopefully the ideas will begin to flow.   Sometimes something will 
surface that I hadn’t given any thought to previously.   That’s called 
inspiration.   Another time the exercise helps my mind to relax and my 
writer’s block disappears.   That’s an answer to prayer.   At other times, 
my walk turns into a kind of reflection, reminding me of God’s grace.   
So, having just returned from a blustery walk along the shore, the Spirit 
has cleared my mind.   I have been reminded that my life isn’t all free 
flow.   But, in the midst of the clouds, the Spirit has been at work, 
blowing away the glitches and letting some light shine through. 
 

So, no great insights, no words of wisdom, just a few random thoughts 
linked together – a little miracle for which to give thanks. 

 
 

LOCAL CHURCHES COME TOGETHER 
 

The local Churches have been meeting to discuss ways forward, 
sharing resources, getting to know each other, etc. and they have 
decided it would be a good idea for the member of clergy from each 
Church to take part in a pulpit exchange on the last Sunday in 
September and October: 
 

29th September Rev. Russell McLarty, Meadowbank Church 
27th October  Rev. Malcolm Ramsay, Willowbrae Church 

 

 
 



 
WORSHIP 

 

Our Sunday worship continues with Douglas Paterson, our Locum 
leading.   Douglas has been a blessing in this time of vacancy with his 
easy and relaxed style of worship. 
 

His rapport with the congregation during worship is wonderful to 
witness and over at teas he takes the time to go around every table to 
catch up on any news and to check if everyone is ok spiritually and 
pastorally. 
 

Thank you all for your continued support, but if you haven’t been for a 
while please do try to come along and catch up with old friends and 
perhaps make some new ones.   It will be so good to see you again 
and welcome you back into your Church family.           Kenny 

 
 
 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

SATURDAY 16TH NOVEMBER 
11.00 a.m. – 1.00 p.m. 

ST. MARGARET'S CHRISTMAS FAYRE! 
Yes, we know it is still Summer, but we don't want you to double-book 
yourself for this event.   The Christmas Fayre is our biggest fundraising 
event of the year and we need as much support as we can for this.   
We will have a variety of stalls, including our world-famous Craft Stall 
as well as Santa's Grotto and Kenny's Café. We will be asking for your 
donations of items for the raffle, Gift Stall (so any unwanted pressies 
you would like to recycle) and bottles of wine for the wine dip stall.   It 
would be great if you can attend and bring along any family members, 
neighbours or friends - the more the merrier!   Please support this 
event so that we can carry on providing services to the community and 
the Church.   Thanks.          The Fellowship Team. 

 
 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=picture+of+christmas+fayre&id=C1AC93B6E919574105C850577EA19BFBED16EC47&FORM=IQFRBA


 
SAINT MARGARET’S FINANCES 2018 

 

The annual accounts were presented to the Kirk Session on Thursday 
14th March and presented to the Congregation at the Annual Stated 
Meeting on Sunday 17th March. 
 

The accounts for 2018 show a loss of £8,261 which is £3600 worse 
than the loss of £4684 last year. 
 

In weekly terms this means: 
 

£590 each week in Offerings compared with £602 last year 
 

£176 in Hall Lets compared with £181 last year. 
  
Regular fundraising such as Christmas Fair and Sunday teas has 

remained at roughly £91 as has the income generated from the tax 
recovered on Gift Aid donations of £118. 
 

Other small sources of income including Investment income and the 
contribution from Historic Scotland has increased from £90 per week to 
£108. 
 

That’s an overall fall of £55 per week from an average of £1138 to 
£1083 each week. 
 

On top of that, our contribution to the Mission and Ministries Fund has 
risen from £546 to £580 and our local staffing costs from £291 to £312. 
 

Heating and lighting costs have fallen from £138 to £122 and Rates 
and Insurance have remained around the same at £122. Other 
ancillary costs have kept in check this year and costs have fallen from 
£141 to £116. 
 

So, instead of spending £1237 every week, we have spent £1252. 
 

Last year I reported that we were spending £99 each week more than 
we are generating. This year the figure is £169.  There’s no extra treats 
or big purchases in here, and there’s no large unexpected bills. This is 
what it will cost just to keep our doors open. 
 

Of course, we still have reserves that we can use to offset this amount. 
These reserves have come from the generous legacies of previous 
Saint Margaret’s members and we benefit from the interest on these 
legacies as part of our annual income. This year we have had to draw 
out £7500 to keep our current account healthy and to mitigate the 



results for our reports to Presbytery and to OSCR. Once these 
reserves are gone, they may never be replaced. 
 

Unfortunately, these days everything is becoming more and more 
expensive and the gap between our income and expenses is becoming 
bigger and bigger.  That is why it is vitally important that we find a way 
to increase regular giving and keep income in line with our outgoings. 
  
£169 is a lot of money for one individual, but it’s not too much if we 
share it between us. Could you spare an extra £1or £2 each week to 
help balance the books? It’s the price of a cup of coffee. 
 

Methods of Giving 
 

Gift Aid 
 

If you are a taxpayer, you could complete a Gift Aid declaration. When 
you sign the Declaration, you ask that all your gifts and donations to St 
Margaret’s are to be considered to be made under the Gift Aid scheme. 
We complete an annual claim form telling the taxman how much those 
gifts and donations amounts to and he gives us back 20 pence from 
the tax that you have already paid to HMRC for every £1 you give us. 
However, because we are effectively claiming back tax that you have 
already paid, you must have paid at least the amount of tax during the 
year that we are reclaiming. That is why the Gift Aid scheme is only 
open to tax payers. But, there is nothing to stop a husband or wife 
making a Gift Aid declaration on behalf of his or her spouse if they are 
the tax payer. 
 

Some pensioners find that they are paying a small amount of tax on 
their pensions. It might not be enough to cover a Gift Aid declaration on 
your weekly offers. But, it may still be possible to utilise this tax 
payment against a specific donation. Come and have a chat with me if 
you think you might fall into this category. 
 

Bank Standing Order 
 

Whether you are giving under the Gift Aid scheme or through the 
Freewill Offering scheme, you can complete a standing order mandate. 
This gives your bank an instruction to transfer a regular amount into 
Saint Margaret’s bank account on a regular basis. The amount of the 
payment and the frequency are controlled by you and we have no 
access to your account details.  
 

A number of members of the congregation use this method already. By 
paying directly by bank transfer, they are saving us the printing costs of 



sets of envelopes. It also means that the amounts our counting teams 
have to deal with on a weekly basis are reduced.  
 

Forms 
 

If you want to join the Gift Aid scheme, or think you would prefer the 
ease of a Standing order rather than looking for change on a Sunday 
morning, please speak to me in the Halls on a Sunday morning. I 
always carry a supply of forms with me. 
 

If you already pay by Standing order, and want to vary the amount of 
your payment, I have devised a standard letter which can be used to 
instruct their bank manager of the changes they want to make to their 
payments. Again, come and speak to me if you would like a copy.   
Thank you.              Rosalind 

 
 

THE CRAFT GROUP 
 

Just a wee update on how the Craft Group are getting on.   Well what 
can I say: such a talented group of ladies, with their various skills and 
brilliant ideas.   At the moment they haven’t stopped for a Summer 
break but are busy working on things for the Christmas Fayre, what 
dedication!, don’t you think?   As well as all this “beavering away” going 
on we have loads of fun, banter and laughter, never a cross word 
spoken. 
 

We all make time for a well-earned cup of tea.   Since the group began 
in February 2016 we have continued to give all the money we have 
made to the Church Funds.   As you will see by the figures our most 
worthy Treasurer kindly gave me. 
 

2016    £  866.00 
2017    £1532.00 
2018    £1665.00 
Up to Easter 2019  £  990.00 
Total    £5053.00 

 

Well done ladies!   You are all stars!    
 

Thank you to the congregation for all your support and we hope that 
will continue.   Bring your friends, neighbours and “Uncle Tam’s bairns” 
and enjoy a cup of tea and wonderful home baking at our Christmas 
Fayre. 
          

Blessings to you all.           Margaret Anderson 

 



GIFT DAY 6TH OCTOBER 2019 
 

Over the past few years, our Church finances have become a cause for 
concern. 
 

In 2018, the annual accounts presented to the Congregation at the 
Annual Stated Meeting on Sunday 17th March showed a loss of £8,261 
which was £3,600 worse than the previous year (£4,684).   The 
projections for the current year indicate that 2019 will show us ending 
in a similar position.  
 

To try and offset this, we have decided to re-instate the annual Gift Day 
and to make Saint Margaret’s the recipient of our annual Harvest 
Appeal. 
 

We therefore invite you to make a gift to Saint Margaret’s in the 
envelopes provided during our Gift Day Weekend and ask that you 
give what you can. 
 

Gift Day envelopes will be available from Family Grouping members or 
during Services over the month of September.   The Church will be 
open from 2.00 – 4.00 p.m. on Saturday, 5th October, for you to come 
for a coffee and a chat with friends and enjoy the Harvest decorations 
on display.   Gift Day envelopes can be handed to members of the 
Stewardship Team at that time or can be put into the collection plate 
over the next few Sundays. 
 

If you prefer to make a donation through Bank transfer, please contact 
the Treasurer through the office email on info@stmargarets-
restalrig.co.uk 
 
Joan Griffiths     Rosalind Paterson 
Session Clerk     Congregational Treasurer 

 
 

GUILD NEWS 
 

The move to afternoon meetings brought us some new members and 
with them a new energy for the Guild and its projects. 
 

There has been a lot of participation in the preparation of the new 
syllabus, very much a group effort.   I do hope there is something here 
that you find interesting.   If so, please come along, you will be made 
very welcome. 
 

Our meetings start at 1.30 p.m. in the McLaren Halls. 
 



 
GUILD SYLLABUS 2019 - 2020 

 

ONE JOURNEY, MANY ROADS 
 

COMPANIONS ON THE ROAD 

 
2019 
 

OCT 3RD MINISTRY TEAM 
 

OCT 17TH FABERGÉ EGGS - DONALD WILSON 
 

OCT 20TH GUILD DEDICATION SERVICE 
 

NOV 7TH THE BOYS’ BRIGADE - GUILD PROJECT 
 

NOV 21ST LIFE IN THE SHETLAND ISLANDS - WENDY SODERGREN 
 

DEC  CHRISTMAS MEAL 
 
2020 
 

JAN 9TH  MINISTRY TEAM 
 

JAN 16TH WOMEN PILOTS OF THE AIR TRANSPORT AUXILIARY - 
SPITFIRE WOMEN 

 

FEB 6TH SCOTTISH AFTERNOON TEA - ACCOMPANIED BY 
ELEANOR AND FRIENDS 

 

FEB 20TH  CONFESSIONS OF A MODERATOR’S WIFE - MARGARET 
BARR 

 

MAR 5TH  MALAWI FRUITS - GUILD PROJECT 
 

MAR 19TH  JUKE BOX YEARS - TOM KELLY 
 

APR 2ND  BRING AND BUY AGM 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
AFTERNOON TEA 

 

The Guild Summer afternoon tea has become a bit of a tradition.   We 
have been to West Lothian, so this year 18 members and friends 
journeyed over the Forth to Dunfermline.   Some by bus, others less 
able by car.   The weather was kind to us, we had lovely clear 
instructions how to get there and find the hotel.   So, at 2.00 p.m. we 
were all there at the City Hotel, appetites at the ready, to enjoy our 
afternoon tea. 
 

We got off to a good start, once seated we were offered orange juice or 
a Prosecco, followed by some delicious sandwiches, cakes and 
macaroons.   The one downside!   The very pleasant staff forgot the 
jam.   Oh dear, we do seem to have trouble with the scones.   Each 
table had lovely little teapots which were topped up with a nice blend of 
tea. 
 

The conversation flowed.   A very nice way to spend an afternoon in 
lovely surroundings with excellent company. 
 

Just as we were thinking of going home there was a surprise from the 
hotel.   Margaret Anderson had had her wedding breakfast in the hotel 
(you will need to ask Margaret how long ago) and on hearing that the 
hotel presented Margaret with a beautiful flower arrangement. 
 

Surely the icing on the cakes. 
 

A huge thank you to Alane and Catriona Fraser for printing our 
instructions and especially to Maureen Croall who arranged everything 
for us. 
 

 

 
 



THURSDAY CLUB’S BURNS’ SUPPER 
 

When Anne and Jack invited me to stay I didn’t realise it would 
coincide with the Thursday Club’s Burns’ Supper.   How fortuitous for 
me as it turned out to be one of the highlights of my holiday.   Brilliantly 
organized by Kenny and his team who made it seem effortless, 
concealing all their hard word, it proceeded with panache.   From initial 
drinks’ reception, where I got to catch up with everybody’s news, 
through the fabulous four-course meal with tea and coffee and, of 
course, the superb speeches, it all went like clockwork.   From Lynda’s 
excellent organization as MC to Anne’s thoughtful Selkirk Grace and 
Bill’s rendition of the Address to the Haggis, with his excellent, 
inimitable twist of a letter from the great Chieftain of the Pudding Race 
himself, it was truly magical.   What was truly the icing on the cake was 
Stuart’s Toast to the Lassies which you would never have guessed 
was done by a reluctant conscript, which, in his speech, he told us this 
himself!   It was more than ably matched by Sandra’s simply superb 
Reply to the Laddies.   Such talent is being able to compose an original 
piece of prose, though not quite matching Rabbie’s, was wonderfully 
entertaining!  
 

At the end, it was great to be informed that there was no hurry to leave 
so I took the opportunity to chat with as many people as I could.   Also, 
how everyone mucked in to clear away and do the dishes.   Give a 
great pat on your collective backs St. Margaret’s Thursday Club for 
turning a great occasion into a fantastic evening!   Almost forgot, the 
singing of “Auld Lang Syne”, with the real meaning of fellowship by all, 
brought a tear to my eye.   I’m nae awa to bide awa, but, for now, bye 
from your friend always, Jamie. 
 
 

SCOUT CENTENARY 

 

Our Scouts, the 101st Edinburgh North East Scout Group, celebrate 
their Centenary on 1st October and there will be a service to celebrate 
this on Sunday, 29th September, at 2.00 p.m. in the Church.   The 
Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and leaders will be in attendance, and they will 
all take an active part in this service, to reminisce, celebrate their own 
achievements and mark this momentous occasion.   Everyone is 
welcome to attend, especially former members.   If you know or are 
related to anyone who is, please let them know and if you have any 
photos, please bring them along and there will be a chance to share 
stories over in the Hall after the service.                  Kenny 

   
 



TUESDAY BOOK GROUP 

 

We meet at 10.00 a.m. in the Church Hall on the last Tuesday of the 
month.   Our 7 members take turns to choose and introduce a book for 
us to discuss.   This is followed by a coffee/tea break, when we decide 
on what to read next. 
 

Recently, we decided to read a classic, “The Old Curiosity Shop” by 
Charles Dickens.   Despite being a rather dark story, it showed how 
Dickens was ahead of his time – raising social issues of the day – 
poverty, abuse of women, alcohol and gambling addictions.   In 
September we read “Die Easy” by Zoe Sharpe and in October “Old 
Baggage” by Lissa Evans. 
 

If you would like to join us, please come along, even if you just want to 
observe, you would be most welcome.           Dorothy Bremner 

 

 
 
 

THE THURSDAY CLUB 
30TH ANNIVERSARY BIRTHDAY PARTY 

 

A large turnout of members and friends met recently in the Church Hall 
to celebrate the Club’s 30th Anniversary. 
 

The evening’s theme was Italy and things Italian, the hall being 
decorated with red, green and white balloons, as well as Italian 
tricolour flags.   Italian music played in the background.   The dress 
code was red, green or white. 
 

The attendees were treated to a sumptuous three-course meal, again 
Italian-themed, prepared by three of the members, Master Chefs 
Lynda Johnston, her daughter, Amy, and Kenny Mackenzie.   All too 
soon the evening came to a close.   Following the traditional “Auld 
Lang Syne”, the tables were cleared and the big wash-up was 
completed in record time. 
 

On behalf of the attendees, a very big thank you to all who planned the 
event, and to those who stayed on and helped tidy up afterwards.  
Your willingness to assist at this event is very much appreciated. 

Thursday Club Scribe 
 


