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Anne’s office hours are as following: 

 

Tuesday 9.30 a.m. – 2.30 p.m. 

Wednesday 9.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m. 

Thursday 1.00 p.m. – 3.00 p.m. 
 

These are the only times when the office is guaranteed to be 
open.   Duncan is in the office when he needs to be.   When 

office is closed phone is diverted to Anne’s mobile.   For 
intimations in order of service please phone or email Anne 

info@stmargarets-restalrig.co.uk 
by Thursday 12.00 noon of that week. 

 
Useful contacts details for community organisations: 

Ripple Project rippleadmin@btconnect.com 554 0422 

Craigentinny 
Castle Centre 

cldcraigentinny@ea.edin.sch.uk  
661 6188 

St. Margaret’s 
Art House 

info@edinburghpalette.co.uk 

(Link Up based here) 
661 1924 
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MESSAGE FROM OUR LOCUM MINISTER, 
THE REVEREND DOUGLAS PATERSON 

 

When I led worship at St. Margaret’s, Restalrig, last Summer little 
did I realise that I was auditioning for a possible longer stay!   But 
the Spirit moves in mysterious ways!   So here I am, grateful for 
your welcome and your response, glad to be associated with 
such a positive, lively and active congregation. 
 

While I am happy to stay with you as long as you would like, 
hopefully it will not be too long before your prayers for a new 
Minister are fruitful.   So, I pray God’s blessing on the team who 
have started the process to find a successor to Carol, with 
Stewart’s guidance, through the intricacies of Church procedure. 
 

As we approach Easter, I pray that the blessings of this holy 
season may rest on you and yours. 

 
 

VACANCY NEWS 

 

St. Margaret’s, at present, is without a Minister, but this does not 
mean we are standing still.   Aided by our Interim Moderator, our 
Locum and our Worship Team, we continue to provide our usual 
high standard of inclusive, participative and meaningful worship.   
All other aspects of Church life continue with the team structure 
we have in place within our Kirk Session. 
 

The vacancy process is lengthy, but we thought this would be a 
good time to let everyone know where we are at the moment. 
 

We have been allowed to call a Minister on a 5-year reviewable 
tenure from induction of a new Minister.   After numerous 
meetings with the Presbytery Advisors, we now have in place our 
Nominating Committee (9 members of St. Margaret’s) whose 
responsibility it will be to advertise the post, look at any 
applications, show applicants round the parish, interview and 
then hear them preach in another Church with a view of 
presenting to the congregation a Sole Nominee to preach one 
Sunday in St. Margaret’s.   The members attending that day will 
then vote whether to accept the proposed Sole Nominee as their  



 
next Minister.   The Nominating Committee have had their first 
meeting, discussing the process that they have to follow and for 
our next meeting we will be finalising our Parish Profile and 
preparing to advertise the post.   Exciting times ahead and it’s 
good that we are moving forward in the right direction.   Please 
continue to hold us in your thoughts and prayers.   Your support 
is much appreciated as we continue our spiritual journey, seeking 
our new Minister.   We will keep you updated as and when there 
is any more news.  

Kenny McKenzie        
 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
 

As in past years, we continue our short Holy Week services, 
providing a time of calm, contemplative worship, journeying 
through the events of that week, setting the scene for Jesus’ 

Resurrection on Easter Sunday.   Details are below: 
 

MONDAY, 
15TH APRIL 

7.00 p.m. Short Service of 
Worship 

TUESDAY, 
16TH APRIL 

7.00 p.m. Short Service of 
Worship 

WEDNESDAY, 
17TH APRIL 

1.30 p.m. Short Service of 
Worship 

THURSDAY, 
18TH APRIL 

7.00 p.m. Maundy Thursday 
service, sharing 
bread and wine 

FRIDAY, 
19TH APRIL 

7.00 p.m. Good Friday 
service 

SUNDAY, 
21ST APRIL 

7.00 a.m. An Easter Morning 
service in the 
Church garden, 
sharing in breakfast 
afterwards 

SUNDAY, 
21ST APRIL 

10.30 a.m. Easter Day Family 
Worship 

 
 
 
 



 
 

WORSHIP 
 

Our regular Sunday worship continues with the help of our 
Locum, Douglas Paterson, our Interim Moderator, Stewart 
Weaver, and our Worship Team.   Our worship remains vibrant, 
inclusive and meaningful so please, if you can, don’t wait until 
our new Minister arrives to come back and worship with us, 
support us now in this time of vacancy and let’s build on what we 
already have before that person arrives, whoever they may be. 
 

 

THE RIPPLE PARENT/CARER AND TODDLER GROUP 

The Ripple Project Parent/Carer and Toddler Group runs on a 
Tuesday morning from 9.30 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. during school 
term times, in the McLaren Halls.   The group is parent/carer led 
with the assistance of Ripple Project Volunteers, Marilyn and 
Margaret, and is not a supervised childcare service.  
 
With lots of toys and books for little ones, the group offers a 
relaxed friendly atmosphere.   This is a great opportunity for 
babies and children up to 4 years and their carers to come along, 
have fun, meet their friends, and make some new ones.  With our 
volunteers on hand with refreshments there is always time for 
grown-up conversations as well as keeping the toddlers 
entertained. 
 
There is a small charge of £1.00 per family towards refreshments 
and there are currently spaces available.   For more information 
call 0131 554 0422 or just pop in on a Tuesday morning to meet 
the group. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



CRAFT GROUP 
 

The Craft Group meets every Wednesday afternoon between 
2.00 p.m. and 4.00 p.m. in the McLaren Halls.   Everyone is very 
friendly and helpful.   The projects we do are many and varied, 
involving different crafts. 
 

With the help of friends, we made hundreds of red poppies 
needed to decorate the Church for the Commemoration Service 
in November to mark the Centenary of the Armistice which ended 
the First World War.   We made paper-craft, red carnations which 
were given out at the service for the World Day of Prayer on 1st 
March. 
 

We also make items for the craft table which is set up at the 
Christmas Fayre and the Strawberry Tea.   This is to get funds 
for our expenses and to donate to the Church funds.   The most 
popular items last year were the snowmen wreaths.   There were 
piles of white pompoms to make the snowmen!   In between 
times, we continue to knit squares to make knee rugs for 
dementia patients, and small hats and blankets for premature 
babies, when they are required.   We often do work at home.   At 
the moment we are busy with different projects for Easter. 
 

There are other ideas in the pipe-line and we are looking forward 
to a busy and enjoyable time. 
 

THE GUILD 

The Guild began 80 years ago in Lochend Church on 20th 
February, 1939.   A service to celebrate this special anniversary 
was held on Sunday, 17th February and here is an extract of my 
own personal views about The Guild which I related at that 
service: 
 

In my previous church, I always avoided joining The Guild 
as the women seemed to be a bit old-fashioned and quite 
old (sorry St. Paul’s).  However, many years have passed 
and I am in the box where you tick 65+ (actually way over 
that) so I am now in the more mature bracket. 
 



 
Irene Banks invited a few of us to come along so I thought 
why not?   I like joining things and I am also a bit nosey and 
wondered what really went on. 
 

This is how I see The Guild today: 
G Grateful for the company.   Everyone is really friendly 

and welcoming and this is an extension of church 
fellowship.   Our social activities have included an 
Afternoon Tea, a Christmas meal and a Scottish 
evening where we clapped and hooched to Eleanor’s 
wee band.   Another favourite was Desert Island 
Discs.   Favourite songs had been chosen in advance.  
June and Barbara provided the music and we all gave 
it laldy by singing along with gusto. 

U United in our mission to help others through the 
projects we support. 

I Interesting.   We have had a wide range of inspiration-
al speakers.   We have been transported to faraway 
places like Japan.   Travelled back in time to find out 
more about Emmeline Pankhurst and the Suffragettes 
who fought so hard to enable women to vote.   We 
heard from Liz Henderson who is the founder of 
Richmond’s Hope, a charity set up to help bereaved 
children and young people.   These are just a few       
examples. 

L Learning.   Topics chosen have been interesting and 
inspiring and we are still being educated and 
expanding our knowledge. 

D Daring.   I wonder what the women back in 1939 would 
have thought about us discussing female genital 
mutilation, as we did last year? 

 

Well that is our Guild today.   We have about 21 members.   Why  
is our Guild thriving?   Apart from all the above reasons, we have 
a very warm and welcoming leader, Irene Banks.   Overleaf are 
some of our lovely ladies and not a grumpy old woman among 
them. 
 



Finally, thanks to everyone who helped with our Service and 
Party, especially Kenny, Ginny on Powerpoint, Bill (our 
photographer), June & Barbara (our DJ’s) and Alane and 
Catriona for the lovely and beautifully designed cake. 

Irene Taylor 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

 COMMUNITY BREAKFAST
 Join us for a Community Breakfast in the Halls 

after the early Morning Service in the Church gardens 
 on SUNDAY 21st APRIL.   
 The service starts at 7.00 a.m. and 
 the breakfast from approximately 7.30 a.m. 

 
 

ST. MARGARET’S SUMMER EVENT 
Join us for a scrumptious Cream Tea in the Halls 

on SATURDAY 8TH JUNE 
between 2.00 p.m. and 4.00 p.m. 

Also learn about what else is going on in our community. 
 
 



UPDATES FROM THE WELL AND MESSY CHURCH 
 

The Well continues to meet regularly on Wednesday nights at the 
Church Office.   We are currently exploring the Gospel of Mark.   
Mark is the earliest and shortest canonical Gospel.   In it we are 
whisked around ancient Palestine, first through the ministry of 
John the Baptizer, then through Jesus of Nazareth as he 
teaches, heals, disciples, and upsets a few folk along the way.   
Jesus reaches Jerusalem in the last 5 chapters with a short but 
significant stay in Bethany, leading up to the passion.   Mark is a 
particularly useful starting point for reading the Gospels because 
it is used as a source for the Gospels of Matthew and Luke and 
very concisely narrates Jesus’ life and ministry on earth.   Keep 
an eye out for The Gospel of Mark, the TV show, in the coming 
months!   If you are interested in helping with The Well, please 
get in touch with Duncan at dlogie@churchofscotland.org.uk 
 

Messy Church is our monthly event for primary children.   We 
have recently been looking at stories from the Old Testament 
such as Jonah and the vine and the plagues of Egypt from the 
book of Exodus.   Many of us immediately think of the whale or 
big fish when we hear Jonah.   It’s a classic and very memorable 
part of the story, but the vine that God provides the scorched and 
sunburnt Jonah outside of the city of Nineveh can also be seen 
as a sign of God’s providence, if nurtured properly.   As Jonah’s 
humility and compassion fades away so too does the vine that 
keeps him shaded and cool.   We are currently part of the way 
through looking at the ten plagues of Egypt;  a vivid yet terrifying 
account of the events leading to the hasty and messy departure 
of the Hebrew people from Egypt, where they had sought 
sanctuary generations back.   It is both terrifying and captivating 
imagery interspersed with tumultuous negotiations with a hard 
and stubborn Pharaoh.   This story reminds us of the salvific 
tendencies of God towards humanity and reminds us of the 
burning anger of God’s justice in the foundational stories of 
Israel.   “So you also must love the foreigner, since you 
yourselves were once strangers in Egypt.” Deuteronomy 10:19. 
Please be in touch with Duncan if you are interested in helping 
with Messy Church on the first Sunday of every month.   
Blessings.        Duncan Logie 

mailto:dlogie@churchofscotland.org.uk


TUESDAY BOOK GROUP 
 

Our group meets in the McLaren Halls on the last Tuesday of the 
month at 10.00 a.m. – 11.30 a.m., including a coffee break. 
 

Over the last year, we have enjoyed lively discussions as books 
chosen raised issues and experiences to which we could relate.   
Who wouldn’t warm to six year old Bertie, forced by his pushy 
Mother to learn Italian, play the clarinet and wear pink trousers.   
Bertie is one of several fascinating characters found in Edinburgh 
author, Alexander McCall Smith’s “Scotland Street”.   We were 
also swept up into Icelandic history and myths in Sally 
Magnusson’s first novel “Seal Woman’s Gift”, based on the true 
plight of 400 Icelanders taken by pirates to be sold into slavery in 
Algiers in the 17th century. 
 

On Tuesday, 30th April, we will chat about “Coming Up Trumps” 
by Baroness Jean Trumpton – a no-nonsense, witty and 
deliciously opinionated woman, who lived life to the full – 
Betchley Park, America with “advertising mad men” and the 
House of Lords. 
 

New members welcome, even if you haven’t read the book. 
 

Dorothy Bremner 

 



 

Wishing you all a very 

Happy Easter. 
 

 

 

 




